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Welcome!
Greetings from Hallam Park Animal Hospital! As spring
approaches, it’s important to stay vigilant about parasite prevention
for your pets. This month, we’ll delve into essential parasite
prevention for dogs and cats. Additionally we’ll also provide vital
tips for travelling up north or along the east coast with your pets,
where the risk of heartworm and paralysis ticks increases.

Routine Parasite Prevention in Victoria
Parasites are a year-round concern, but spring can bring a surge in
their activity. Here’s a guide to keeping your pets protected:
For Dogs:

Fleas: Use a flea preventative. Options include spot-on
treatments, oral tablets, and collars. Avoid flea powders as
they only provide short term prevention.
Ticks: Regular tick prevention is crucial. Consider tick collars,
spot-on treatments, or oral medications.
Worms: Routine deworming every 3 months with an all-
wormer that covers roundworm, hookworm, whipworm, and
tapeworm.
Heartworm: An annual heartworm injection or monthly
heartworm preventatives (oral or topical) are essential.

For Cats:
Fleas: Flea preventatives such as spot-on treatments or oral
tablets.
Ticks: Though less common, tick prevention is still important,
especially if your cat goes outdoors. Use spot-on treatments or
collars.
Worms: Routine deworming every 3 months with an all-
wormer.
Heartworm: While heartworm is less common in cats, it’s still
a risk. Use a monthly heartworm preventative if your cat goes
outdoors.

Travelling North: Increased Risks
Taking a trip north up the east coast of Australia with your
pets can be a delightful adventure, but it comes with
increased risks of parasites such as heartworm and paralysis
ticks.
Heartworm: Heartworm is transmitted by mosquitoes and is
prevalent in warmer, humid climates. To protect your pet:

Ensure they are up-to-date with heartworm prevention
before you travel.
Continue monthly heartworm prevention during and
after your trip.
Consider a heartworm test if your pet has missed any
doses.

Paralysis Ticks: Paralysis ticks are a serious threat to pets
and are common along the east coast.

Daily Checks: Inspect your pet daily for ticks,
especially around the head, neck, and underbelly.
Tick Prevention Products: Use tick collars, spot-on
treatments, or oral medications. Ensure the product
covers paralysis ticks specifically.
Emergency Kit: Carry a tick remover tool and know the
signs of tick paralysis (e.g., wobbliness, difficulty
breathing, vomiting). Seek veterinary assistance
immediately if you suspect your pet has been bitten.

https://hallamparkvet.com.au/
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Tips for Safe Travel
Here are some tips to ensure your pet’s safety and comfort while
travelling:

Vet Visit: Schedule a check-up before your trip to ensure
your pet is in good health and discuss any additional
preventative measures.
Travel Kit: Pack a travel kit with your pet’s medical
records, medications, food, water, and familiar items like
their bed or toys.
Identification: Ensure your pet’s microchip details are up-
to-date and consider a collar with a tag containing your
contact information.
Rest Stops: Plan regular stops to allow your pet to stretch,
relieve themselves, and have a drink.
Safe Environment: Never leave your pet unattended in a
parked car. Ensure they are secured during travel, either in a
crate or with a seatbelt harness.

We hope these tips help keep your pets safe and
healthy during spring and your travels. 

Follow Us on Social Media
Stay connected with Hallam Park Animal Hospital
for more tips and updates on pet care. Follow us on
Facebook.
Book an Appointment
For more information on parasite prevention or
travel advice, book an appointment with our vets or
nurses to discuss further. Visit our website or book
online.

Thank you for reading our September newsletter!
Stay safe and enjoy your travels with your furry
friends.

Please let me know if there are any adjustments or
additional details you'd like to include!
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